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SPRING 2010 NEWSLETTER
| am pleased to announce the election results for 2010-
WHAT YOU WILL FIND INSIDE: 2011. Congratulations to all and thank you for your contin-
ued support of Sacramento Valley Health Information Asso-
ciation!
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 1
By Lauri Beltrand, RHIT President Elect: Kim Fillmore-Lutz, RHIT
Secretary: Virginia Brunk, RHIT
2 Delegates:
SVHIA Sponsored Events - G_a'l Aruta, RHIT, CCS
Virginia Brunk, RHIT Victoria Hernandez, RHIT, CCS
Roberta Takahashi, RHIA
Article: Teaching Is For You! 3 Kim Wells-Ball, RHIT, CPC
Think About It! Rochelle Woodruff, RHIT, CCS
By Diane Lemire, Past President Alternate Delegate:
SVHIA, RHIA, CCS, CCS-P Aparna Malhotra, RHIT
CHIA News 4 Please join me in congratulating our new Board of
By LaVonne LaMoureaux, Directors and delegates. If you might be interested in volun-
RHIA, CAE, CHIA Executive teering for a position next year, be sure to speak with any
Director of the members and your questions will be addressed.
There are numerous positions in which your participation is
needed.
Job Opening 4
Gloryanne Bryant, RHIA, CCS, CCDS will present an edu-
cational piece on Clinical Documentation Improvement.
Treasurer’s Report- 5 This event will be held on April 15, 2010. Please be sure to
Maryn Mason SVHIA Treasurer note this date on your calendar. Information will be upcom-
ing.
An event for the HIT program students at CRC is planned
Convention Message - 5 for April. If you would like to share your story of life in HIM

Bill Roush, Past President please contact me for details.

Articles for upcoming newsletters are always appreciated.

Connect with your CHIA peers and colleagues on Face-
Lori Beckmann, editor book and Twitter. CHIA wants to see you on Twitter and
Facebook! You can check out CHIA's pages as follows:

www.Twitter.com - Search for CaliforniaHIA
www.Facebook.com - Search for California Health
Information Association



http://www.Twitter.com
http://www.Facebook.com

SVHIA Sponsored Events -
Virgnia Brunk, RHIT

Several continuing education events were organized this last year by SVHIA for mem-
bers, non-members and students. These events were geared towards the operational chal-
lenges of preparing for RAC, the ICD-9-CM updates for 2010, CPT updates for 2010, and ICD-
10.

In September, 2009 Kelly Wittmeyer, BS, CCS, CCS-P, CHC presented “ICD-9-CM 2010 Up-
dates.” This presentation demonstrated the new diagnosis and procedure codes, the new CC
and MCC conditions and also highlighted some essential IPPS updates. As always, Kelly kept
the audience engaged with her explanations that are easily understood and informative. The
handouts were a great help and a nice take-away.

“The RAC is back — are you prepared” panel discussion presented in October 2009 included
presentations by Denise Hunt, MS, RHIA; Joan McCullough, RHIT, and Kelly Wittmeyer, BS,
CCS, CCS-P, CHC. Panelists discussed lessons learned from the RAC demonstration project,
organizational approaches to the RAC process, incorporation of RAC into the revenue cycle,
HIM Dept. operational preparation for responding to RAC requests and the RAC appeals proc-
ess.

Debi Pri meau, MA , RHI A, FAHI MA pr esenlto€d i“nL eJaadiung
ary 2010. This event outlined points that will help prepare us for the changes that will be

brought about by ICD-10. She provided information and ideas to help prepare those in the

leadership roles ready their HIM departments for the changes that will come with ICD-10.

“CPT Updates for 2010” was presented by Sally Gibbs, RHIA, CCS, EPIC CERTIFIED in
January 2010 also. This event highlighted the upcoming additions and deletions that could be
expected for CPT coding. Always popular with the attendees Sally was an added addition to
this year's speakers.

These events were very helpful and informative for those who attended. Sacramento Valley
Health Information Association was happy to be able to organize so many necessary events
for their members, non-members and students. Thank you to those who were able to attend
and we hope to continue to provide more events this year.

-Virginia Brunk, RHIT
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Teaching Is for You! Think about it.
By Diane Lemire, Past SVHIA President, RHIA, CCS, CCS-P

AHIMA has been mentioning in its latest communiqués that there is a necessity for its profes-
sionals to consider giving something back, as in teaching. Teaching in an RHIT, RHIA or CCS
program is rewarding and soon to be a possible scarcity.

There is a generation of HIM professionals who will be retiring soon, and there may not be
enough HIM professionals interested in continuing programs and in teaching them.

What will happen to our profession if there is no one to instruct the next generation?

The financial reimbursement in teaching is adequate, and is greater depending upon the high-
est degree earned by the instructor.

Running an RHIA or RHIT program just requires that there be some professional experience in
the field they are lecturing, and that there is the right degree. A program director usually has to
have one degree above that which is being graduated; i.e. an AA program requires a BA or
BS, and a Bachelor program requires a Masters.

Begin by asking at the local RHIT program if the Director needs some help with lectures or tu-
toring in various classes, or as a backup to another teacher. It takes a while to become accus-
tomed to creating teaching plans, organizing materials for each class, and then looking forward
to the end of the semester or quarter ensuring that all the topics/subjects were attained. It
takes awhile to learn to control a class, to create tests, and to clarify/explain differing materials
so it can be understandable.

Most RHIT, RHIA and CCS programs will mentor new instructors, often not for pay, but in the
long run there is assistance for both the mentor and the mentee. More and more courses are
on line and still require an instructor to update the material and to keep track of students and
tests, just like an on campus class.

Teaching is satisfying. Teachers do help to open
profession, such as working with software companies, and with Tumor registries. Teachers

assist students to understand the difference between a career and a job in HIM, and to get the

bigger picture within the field of healthcare. Get started today!



CHIA

By LaVonne LaMoureaux, RHIA, CAE
CHIA Executive Director

CHIA Convention — Around the Corner

The 2010 CHIA Convention and Exhibit is just around the corner, June 13-16th! | am
looking forward to seeing many SVHIA members in attendance since we will be at the
Sacramento Hyatt Regency and Sacramento Convention Center. The program will
feature a wide variety of HIM issues and hot topics, several exciting social events, and
a large exhibit.

Watch your mail for the Convention brochure; it is now in the mail.
Complete details on the educational sessions and social activities are also online at
http://www.CaliforniaHIA.org/content/convention2010.cfm.

CHIA Board

The CHIA Board will be attending the annual AHIMA Team Talks conference in Las
Vegas on March 11th. The agenda includes important discussion on the Health Infor-
mation Technology Transformation, particularly meaningful use, regional extension
centers, workforce development, privacy and security, and ICD-10. These topics are
shaping the future of health care and, of course, the health information management
profession. | encourage each one of our members to get involved.

New AHIMA CoP

AHI MA . has now | aunched the new Communities of
opportunity to check it out, please do so. The new CoP provides greater user options

and flexibility. | hope you will like it. CHIA will continue to provide members with re-

source documents, links, and discussion topics on the California CoP. The Mentorship

Committee hosts the California Mentorship CoP and we are still seeking CHIA mem-

bers who would like to participate as mentors on the CoP — complete details are on the

CoP, but you can also contact me directly. The Mentorship CoP is designed to provide

resources, connections, and encouragement for Students and new HIM professionals.

You can find the new CoP user guide at http://cop.ahima.org/Portals/0/
SynNet CoP_Files/topic_resources/35807/UserGuide022510.pdf

Position Opening:

Horizon West Healthcare has a Monday through Friday full -time opening for a LTC Medical
Records Director in the downtown Sacramento Area. RHIT preferred but not required. LTC
experience is required. Please email Bill Roush  williamroush@hotmail.com for further in-

formation on how to apply.


http://www.californiahia.org/content/convention2010.cfm
http://cop.ahima.org/Portals/0/SynNet_CoP_Files/topic_resources/35807/UserGuide022510.pdf
http://cop.ahima.org/Portals/0/SynNet_CoP_Files/topic_resources/35807/UserGuide022510.pdf
mailto:williamroush@hotmail.com

SVHIA Treasury Report
1/7/10

Account Interest Srv Chrgs Current Balance
BOA Checking Account $0.00 $ 28.00 $ 2,088.49
(6/09-9/09)
BOA Business Account $ 2.90 $ 0.00 9,859.44
(6/09-9/09)
BOA CD $43.07 $ 0.00 6.432.92
Current Totals $45.97 $28.00 $ 18,380.82
Income since last report
Oct. Education Event attendance fees $ 165.00
Oct Event Vendor Contribution 150.00
Total expenses since last report
BOD Meetingd food $ 4538
Oct Education event-food $ 63.55

Respectfully submitted,

Maryn Mason
Treasurer

Hello SVHIA members!

I want to encourage everyone to attend the upcoming CHIA Annual Convention being held her
in the Sacramento Valley, June 1316°2010. The Sacramento Convention Center and the Sacra-
mento Hyatt Regency will host the events. It is a great opportunity to have the convention here
in Sacramento, as the northern California location. The Convention program will be quite di-
verse covering RAC strategies, Coding, EHRs, Scanning, MDS 3.0 and the intriguing topic of
Informatics. A number of dynamic speakers will be presenting on many other topics. On Sun-
day the 13" there will be full day CCS and CCA Exam Prep sessions. I am excited to be at-
tending as well as to have been serving with Lauri Beltrand on the Convention Committee.
Please come out in June and support the SVHIA and get your CEs!

I hope to see a lot of you in June at the Convention!

- Bill



